
Print on Demand can work through platforms that were 

never designed for automated publishing. Because 

Lulu.com didn’t provide a usable upload API, Mandiberg’s 

team created a browser-automation script that mimicked a 

human user. This unconventional workaround exposed how 

dependent publishing is on the limitations and rules of 

digital platforms.
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Using platforms in unintended ways



Visualizing data through physical scale

Print  Wikipedia

Print on Demand turns intangible online text into physical volume. 

The thickness of the printed books reveals how much editing, 

debate, and collaboration has taken place in the social production 

process. Although the printed book is a frozen object, its scale 

makes the collective co-production behind it visible.
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Print on Demand exposes the invisible systems behind digital 

publishing. Automation failures, platform rules, upload limits, and 

system glitches become visible through the printing process. These 

constraints and errors reveal the infrastructure that normally stays 

hidden when we access information online.
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POD as an artistic performance

The printing and uploading process itself becomes a performative 

act. Continuous runtime, crashes, restarts, and human supervision 

turn the production workflow into a time-based performance, 

blending human labor with machine automation.
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